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EXCEL MODULAR WOOD PLANKS
Excel purchases only quality wood planks 
that meet OSHA requirements for lumber 
type and density. The following is the required 
inspection/storage procedure for boards:

1. The boards should be inspected before they are put 
into service for damage and wear. All planks must 
be inspected routinely for damage and wear, so 
that they can be replaced as quickly as necessary. 

2. Identification of damage: Employees 
shall be trained to recognize the 
following types of wear/damage: 

•  Decay: Boards should be examined to 
determine if age/weathering/wear is excessive. 
Wood ages and reacts to usage and will begin 
to show checks, splits and notches. These 
will vary in degree, depending on the loads 
a plank has carried, the weather to which it 
has been exposed, the length of time it has 
been in use, etc. Planks with splits—cracks 
that go completely through the wood for 
more than a few inches—should not remain 
in service, as they may no longer maintain 
the necessary load-bearing capacity. Planks 
with checks—cracks that are on the surface 
only and do not go completely through 
the wood— should be watched, as the 
checks may develop into splits over time. 

•  Damage: Does the board contain any notches, 
cuts or other visual damage that would render 
it unsafe to use? Notched plank can lead to 
problems since a portion of the plank is now 
missing, thereby weakening the plank at that 
particular area. If a scaffold plank has been 
used as a mudsill, it should not be returned to 
service on a platform. Moisture from standing 
water, as well as point-loading from the scaffold 
legs may have weakened it, making it unable 
to bear the weight that will be placed on it. 

• Chemical/heat damage: Has the board 
been exposed to excessive chemicals/heat 
(soaked with oil, scorch marks)? Scaffold 
planks that have visible chemical or scorch 
marks must be removed from service. 

• Surface covering: Is the surface free from 
items that may cause a slip (oil/tar/etc.)? 
OSHA [1926.451(b)(9)] says that scaffold 
planks that have accumulated layers of mortar, 
grout, paint, plaster, etc., are not permitted 
to remain in service since it is impossible to 
determine their condition. Dangerous splits 
may be hidden underneath those coatings.

• Shrinkage: Has the board size 
decreased past its useful size? 

• Deflection: The flex or “give” of a plank can 
indicate its condition. OSHA calls for deflection 
criteria of L/60 (the length of span in inches 
divided by 60) to get the maximum deflection 
limit at center span in inches. An example 
would be a seven-foot (84-inch) span  
between scaffold frame supports: 84/60 = 1.40 
inches. Therefore, you’d never want to allow  
a plank to deflect more than 1 3/8 inches at 
the middle of that length span, regardless 
of type of plank being used. Only sample 
testing should be performed since test 
loading can damage the board.  

Excel only purchases quality 
wood planks that meet the 

OSHA requirements for 
lumber type and density.  

All planks must be inspected 
routinely for damage  

and wear.
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EXCEL MODULAR WOOD PLANKS (CONT’D)

Part Number Description
Maximum Loading Using 
Full Thickness Undressed

Lumber (lbs./sq. ft.)
Weight (lbs.) Maximum Scaffold

Span (ft.)

WP-4 4' Wood Plank 75 18 2

WP-6 6' Wood Plank 75 27 4

WP-8 8' Wood Plank 50 36 6

WP-10 10' Wood Plank 25 45 8

WP-12 12' Wood Plank 25 54 10

MAINTENANCE NOTES: 
1. When not in use, all wood planks 

should be stored above ground on 
dunnage to keep moisture from 
entering the bottom of the boards. 

2. Additionally, all boards should have some 
sort of wood slats or spacers between layers 
to allow for air circulation through the boards. 

3. Most important, a tarp or something as 
simple as a sheet of plywood should be 
placed over the top of the boards to prevent 
moisture from dropping down through 
the stack. Ideally, indoor storage is best.

BUILD NOTE: Where a possibility of uplift could 
occur, all boards should be securely attached 
to the scaffold with #9 wire, tie wraps, toe 
boards, filler plates or other equivalent means.

6"–12"

Maximum loading when rated for scaffold use include OSHA (4:1) safety factor.




